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Harte had sometimes shown more respect for a gift so eminent in 
many ways as his. Some of the pieces here collected are of a flimsy 
texture when compared with his best work, and we find ourselves a 
little impatient, now and then, with the Mrs. Gampian ambages. But 
we do not care to haggle with one who so often unexpectedly touches 
us with something more abiding than any superficial emotion. Mr. 
Harte has a feeling for what is noble in character, and a faith in the 
final perseverance of humanity under the most adverse circumstances, 
which endear him to us, and which we should like to call essentially 
American, the best outcome of democracy. Not less noteworthy is 
his admirable good sense, shown in such pieces as " Plain Language 
from Truthful James," which, with a deadly thrust of humor, gave the 
coup de grace to the barbarian cant on the Chinese question. 



4. — The Commercial Laws of the States. New York : Office of the 
Bankers' Magazine. 1870. 

" Of making many books, saith Solomon, there is no end ; which is 
to be understood of such books as are written without an end." We 
are reminded of this saying of Lord Coke by the increasing mass of 
quasi-legal literature to which this work is the latest addition. Why 
such a book is produced is a mystery ; why it is bought passes all 
understanding ; yet still it comes. 

" The Commercial Law of the States" is a large subject to be treated 
so briefly ; especially as the compiler includes under this head divers 
excellent points of learning as to dower, probate, competency of wit- 
nesses, practice of courts, and other things indispensable to every 
commercial man. Space is gained for these, however, by leaving out 
most of the subjects which belong strictly to commercial law. We 
look in vain for any information as to ships, carriers, bills of lading, etc., 
and the laws of the United States are ignored utterly. As a specimen 
of the accuracy of the work, we will take the six pages devoted to 
Massachusetts. 

An account is given of the State insolvent laws, which are all 
superseded by the United States Bankrupt Act of 1867. There is a 
summary of the usury laws. On turning the page, the reader finds 
that they are repealed. The damages on foreign bills are stated as 
they were seven years ago, not as they are now. It is said that one 
witness is necessary to a deed. In fact none are needed. It is said 
that an affidavit of merits is required in civil actions. This is done 
away with by a late statute. The jurisdiction of the Supreme Court 
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is wrongly stated. Of its terms two totally different accounts are 
given. The Court of Common Pleas is abolished, and the long 
account of its terms is therefore useless. The Police Court of Suffolk 
is not merged in the Superior Court. 

We will now take a few instances at random from other States. It 
seems that polygamy is lawful in California. " On the death of the 
husband, one half of the common property shall go to the surviving 
wife." How if two or more survive? In Georgia, "the remedy by 
ca. sa. is abolished as an incident of St." Whether this abbreviation 
denote Saint, Street, or Statute, the sentence is equally obscure. In 
Texas we have " Stay Laws. There is no stay law in force in 
Texas now." We should admire this terse and epigrammatic state- 
ment of the law, were the idea not stolen from the Natural History of 
Pontoppidan, whose famous chapter on the snakes of Norway runs 
thus : '• There are no snakes in Norway." 

If a little knowledge is a dangerous thing, this book is most danger- 
ous, not to say incendiary. But when that little is, as here, mixed up 
past distinction with a vast amount of ignorance, we know not what 
epithet to apply to the compound. Our advice to lawyers, merchants, 
and booksellers is, if this be commercial law, make the most of it. 



5. — Suburban Sketches. By William D. Howells. New York: 
Hurd and Houghton. 1871. 12mo. pp. 234. 

Mr. Hovvells's new volume will confirm and extend the fame he 
had already acquired by the singular delicacy of his genius, and the 
respect which he shows for it in the fastidious purity of his style. It 
is wonderfully easy reading, because it is graded with such consummate 
skill. But there is profound feeling here, and humor so subtile, so 
evanescent, that it suggests itself by indirections, as it were, and 
dominates all our associations like a faint perfume that is and is not, 
and yet possesses us wholly with its indefinable charm. These are 
poems, we say to ourselves, and wonder where the rhyme is which yet 
we do not miss. Yes, truly, these are poems, if the supreme gift of 
the poet be to rim the trivial things of our ordinary and prosaic 
experience with an ideal light. Here is something of that gracious 
ease of Chaucer, which cost him so much pains. In " Mrs. Johnson " 
and " My Doorstep Acquaintance " we have studies of character that 
remind us of those etchings of the old masters that seem so careless, 
but which, the more we study them the more they persuade us of 
patient observation and training, and tease the imagiuaiion with those 
hints of power " where more is meant than meets the eye." There is 



